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rainfall.  Many ranchers spent the month of 
September culling herds and marketing calves.  In 
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moving cattle to winter pastures.  Throughout the 
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DAIRY  
Beginning inventory of milk cows was 318,000 
head on January 1, 2005, with ending inventory on 
January 1, 2006, totaling 340,000 head.  The 
number of milk cows during the year averaged 
328,000.  Milk production continued to climb 
setting an all time high of 6.95 billion pounds.  
Cash receipts from marketings and gross producer 
income both decreased from the previous year due 
to the drop in milk prices. New Mexico continues 
to be ranked seventh in the nation in milk 
production and number of milk cows.  Milk was 
ranked the state’s number one cash commodity for 
the fourth year in a row. 
  
    

SHEEP AND LAMBS  
Sheep and lamb inventory as of January 1, 2006, 
totaled 155,000 head, up 6.9 percent from a year 
earlier.  The number of breeding sheep for 2005 
increased by 10,000 to 130,000 head. Market 
sheep and lambs held at 25,000 head.  The 2005 
lamb crop, at 90,000 head, was 5.9 percent above 
the previous year.  Producer gross income 
decreased 5.6 percent to $7.1 million.  Wool was 
sheared from 155,000 sheep and lambs, producing 
1.15 million pounds.  Value of wool produced 
increased by 42 percent to $1.3 million as the 
average price of wool improved by $0.30 to $1.20 
per pound. 
 


